
Case Study:

Zeppelin University 
Friedrichshafen, Germany

The Project
The striking façade of the double 
skinned glass ‘cubed’ building at this 
pioneering, internationally renowned 
university blends in effortlessly with 
the surrounding scenery, providing 
a tranquil teaching and learning 
environment for students and lecturers 
alike.

The external, large, laminated safety 
glass façade has been structurally bonded 
with silicone onto metal frames.  Inside 
the building, the insulating glass units 
have been constructed using mechanical 
fixation.  The use of silicone structural 
glazing facilitates an excellent aesthetic 
appearance with a smooth surface on the 
building façade, which allows for easy 
cleaning and building maintenance. 

The Challenge
Whilst the silicone structural glazing 
technique is already commonly specified 
in Germany, restrictive legislation exists 
which states that structures above the 
height of 8m must always be constructed 
using additional mechanical fixation.

The Solution
The unsupported structurally glazed 
façade was designed in close co-
operation with engineering experts 
Delta-X and the upper construction 
authority in Baden-Württemberg, 
Landesstelle für Bautechnik, who 
were also responsible for granting this 
special approval.  As a consultant in 
this approval process, Dow Corning’s 
experience and specialist skills in 
the high-performance application 
of silicone structural glazing was 
paramount in securing this authorization.

Dow Corning  is honoured to have 
played a part in this consultation process 
resulting in a special exception to German 
law and an innovation in construction 
for the German construction market.

The Product
Certified by European Technical 
Approval ETA 01/0005, Dow Corning 
993 exhibits excellent weathering 
properties and high resistance to ultra-
violet radiation, heat and humidity once 
cured.  It is ideal for structural bonding 
of glass and metal, including coated, 
enamelled and reflective glass.

City: 	 Friedrichshafen
Country: 	 Germany
Product: 	 Dow Corning® 993 
	 Silicone Structural 
	 Glazing Sealant

Building Owner:	 Zeppelin University GmbH
Architects: 	 Fritz Hack	
Façade 
Constructor:	 Metallbau Schneider GmbH
Engineering 
Consultant: 	 Delta-X GmbH
Applicator: 	 Eckbert Telpl Mobile 		
	 Innovative Verklebetechnik

The Project:

●	 Zeppelin University is a state-
recognised private institution of higher 
education bridging business, culture 
and politics

●	 Based in the region where three 
countries meet, Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland, a new building 
and extension to this university was 
officially dedicated in January 2008

●	 This noteworthy development, costing 
in the region of €17 million, included 
investment in the beachfront campus 
at Lake Constance as well as a double 
skinned façade in one of the university 
buildings 

●	 The refurbished university block 
offers 3,400 square metres of floor 
space on four floors of study facilities

●	 Dow Corning 993 Silicone Structural 
Glazing Sealant was specified for 
structurally bonding the glass on the 
external façade of this double skinned 
structure
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Contact Dow Corning...
Dow Corning has sales offices, manufactu-
ring sites, as well as science and technology 
laboratories around the globe. 
Telephone numbers of locations near you 
are available on the world wide web at 
www.dowcorning.com, or by calling one of 
our primary locations listed below.

UNITED KINGDOM, EIRE, NORDIC 
COUNTRIES, BENELUX,
SOUTH AFRICA, MIDDLE EAST
Dow Corning Ltd
Meriden Business Park, Copse Drive
Allesley, Coventry, CV5 9RG, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1676 528 000 
Fax: +44 (0)1676 528 001

AUSTRIA, GERMANY, POLAND, 
SWITZERLAND & EASTERN EUROPE
Dow Corning GmbH, Rheingaustrasse 34
D-65201 Wiesbaden, Germany
Tel: +49 (0)611 23 71 
Fax: +49 (0)611 237 603

FRANCE AND NORTH AFRICA
Dow Corning France S.A.
Le Britannia 20, Boulevard Eugene Deruelle
69432 Lyon, Cedex 3, France
Tel: +33 (0)4 72 84 13 83 
Fax: +33 (0)4 72 84 13 79

SPAIN & PORTUGAL
Dow Corning Iberica S.A.
Diagonal 613 5a planta 
08028 Barcelona, Spain
Tel: +34 93 363 69 28 
Fax: +34 93 363 69 01

ITALY & EASTERN MEDI-
TERRANEAN COUNTRIES
Dow Corning S.p.A., Palazzo Tintoretto
Centro Direzionale Milano Oltre
Via Cassanese 224
20090 - Segrate, Milan, Italy
Tel: +39 02 98 832 1 
Fax: +39 02 98 804 83

TÜRKİYE
Halk Sok. Pakpen Plaza No:44 Kat: 10
34734 Kozyatağı, İstanbul, Türkiye
Tel: +90 (0)216.4677645
Faks: +90 (0)216.4673909

RUSSIA & CIS
Dow Corning GmbH, Representative Office 
17/23 Taganskaya Street 
Moscow 109147, Russia
Tel.: +7 495 783 66 48
Fax: +7 495 783 66 52

construction.marketing@dowcorning.com
eutech.info@dowcorning.com

LIMITED WARRANTY INFORMATION - PLEASE READ 
CAREFULLY. The information contained herein is offered in good faith 
and is believed to be accurate. However, because conditions and methods 
of use of our products are beyond our control, this information should not 
be used in substitution for customers’ tests to ensure that Dow Corning’s 
products are safe, effective, and fully satisfactory for the intended end use. 
Suggestions of use shall not be taken as inducements to infringe any patent. 
Dow Corning’s sole warranty is that the product will meet the Dow Cor-
ning sales specifications in effect at the time of shipment. Your exclusive 
remedy for breach of such warranty is limited to refund of purchase price 
or replacement of any product shown to be other than as warranted.
DOW CORNING SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS ANY OTHER 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR A PAR-
TICULAR PURPOSE OR MERCHANTABILITY. DOW CORNING 
DISCLAIMS LIABILITY FOR ANY INCIDENTAL OR CONSE-
QUENTIAL DAMAGES.
Dow Corning is a registered trademark of Dow Corning Corporation.
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